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What’s the Difference?
Expungement = Erased from your Criminal
Record
The charge is removed as if it never happened

Sealing = Hidden from the Public
Your record still exists but can't be seen by
employers, landlords, or the general public. Only
courts and certain agencies like police or child
welfare can see it.

Why Clear your Record?
Having a clean criminal record can help with:

Getting a job
Renting a home
Joining the military
Applying for public assistance
Regaining parental rights

You may qualify for expungement for:
Summary non-traffic citations (as long as
fines/costs are paid)

if you have been free from arrest for 5
years, or
if the conviction occurred before you
were 18, and you are now 18+ and over 6
months has passed.

You are 70 and have been free from probation,
parole, or incarceration for at least 10 years.
A relative has been deceased for at least three
years.

Can I Expunge or Seal my Record?

Eligible for Automatic Record Sealing:
Non-convictions, after 30 days
Summary non-traffic convictions, after 5 years
Non-violent, low-level Misdemeanors, if you have
been free from conviction for a Misdemeanor or
Felony for 7 years and if you:

have no Felony convictions, except 1-2
qualified felony drug convictions, and
have no more than 1 Misdemeanor
conviction,
have a total of less than 4 convictions of any
Misdemeanor, 
have not been convicted of violent or sexual
offenses, including Indecent Exposure or
Failure to Register as a Sex Offender.

CLEARING YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD 
IN PENNSYLVANIA
Expungements, Pardons, & Sealing
Based on 18 Pa. C.S. Chapter 91

What if I don’t Qualify?
You can still apply for a Pardon
Anyone with a conviction can apply. It’s free and
takes 1-4 years.
Go to www.bop.pa.gov
The Board looks at:

 Time since the crime
 Whether you completed sentence
requirements
 How you’ve changed your life
 How is the record affecting your life (for
example: turned down for jobs or housing)
 The effect of the crime on the victim

Misdemeanor 1 Convictions that CANNOT
Be Sealed:

Crimes of violence (like assault)
Firearms or sexual offenses
Corruption of Minors
Cruelty to Animals

Sealing by Petition:
You Might Qualify If:

You were convicted of a misdemeanor (except
those listed below)
And you’ve had no misdemeanor or felony
convictions for the past 7 years

OR you were convicted of a non-violent felony, like:
Criminal Mischief
Criminal Trespass
Theft
Forgery
Fraud
Certain drug felonies with sentences less than
30 to 60 months AND

You’ve had no misdemeanor or felony
convictions for the past 10 years

All restitution must be paid in-full before your
record can be sealed

Helpful Resources:
Court Records: ujsportal.pacourts.us
Criminal Background Check: www.psp.pa.gov
Legal Information: www.palawhelp.org
Board of Pardons: www.bop.pa.gov

Legal Aid Can Help
Tell you if you're eligible
Help you file for expungement or sealing
Advise you for pardon applications
Petition the court to waive filing fees
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