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What is Medical Assistance?

Medical Assistance (also known as MA or Medicaid) is the public health insurance program for individuals with low-
income and few resources. These programs are offered to residents of Pennsylvania through the Department of
Human Services. DHS has a variety of Medical Assistance programs and services

How to Apply

Visit your local County Assistance Office for more information or to
apply for Medical Assistance. This application can also be done online
through COMPASS at:

www.compass.state.pa.us or by calling 1-866-550-43565.

State Funded Medical Assistance

State Funded Medical Assistance is available to certain groups of
lawfully present immigrants.

Affordable Care Act/MAGI

MAGI (Modified Adjusted Gross Income) Medical Assistance is for pregnant women, children through age 18, and adults
ages 19-64. The Affordable Care Act expanded income limits to 138% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines so more adults
would qualify for medical benefits. The Affordable Care Act uses tax returns and tax dependent status to determine
whois eligible in the household. Pregnant women and young children have higher income limits to qualify for benefits
than older children and adults. Resources are not counted for Affordable Care Act/MAGI Medical Assistance.

Home and Community Based Services Waiver Programs

HCBS Waivers provide full Medical Assistance benefits to older adults and adults with disabilities who need long-term
care services and support to remain in their home and community. This provides an alternative to institutional and
nursing home care.

Healthy Horizons

Healthy Horizons is Medical Assistance given to those who are 65 years of age or older, and those who are 18 years or
older with a disability that is expected to last for 12 months or more. Income and resource limits are considered for
eligibility. If there is a minor in the household, their resources are not counted.

If anindividual is on Medicare and qualifies for Healthy Horizons, Medical Assistance will cover the health care costs that
Medicare does not.

Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention and Treatment Program (BCCPT)

BCCPT provides Medical Assistance coverage to women under the age of 65 with a diagnosis of breast or oerV|CaI
cancer, or pre-cancerous condition of the breast or cervix. BCCPT recipients are uninsured or have

not cover the needed expenses. _q E
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Medicare

Medicare is available for those who receive Social Security Disability Income for at least 24 months (not to those who
receive Supplemental Security Income, or who are 65 years of age or older.

Medicare has three parts. Part A is hospitalization and is free for aimost everyone. Part B covers doctor's visits, tests,
and therapies and costs $185.00 for most people in 2025. Part D covers prescriptions and a prescription plan costs
about $50 per month on average.

Medicare Savings Program

The Medicare Savings Program helps older adults and adults with
disabilities who have limited income and resources with their medical
costs.

Qualified Individuals can have Part B premiums paid and can
potentially qualify for cost sharing, which could help cover the 20%
not typically covered by Medicare.

Medical Assistance for Workers with Disabilities (VLAWD)
MAWD provides full Medical Assistance benefits for individuals between the ages of 16 to 64 who work despite having
serious chronic health problems

Who is Eligible?

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) Medical Assistance program uses tax returns and Modified Adjusted Gross Income
(MAGI) limits to determine eligibility for pregnant women, and children under the age of 18 and their parents or
caretakers. ACA/MAGI eligibility is based onincome, and who is claimed as a dependent on tax returns. Income from
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Child Support, Veteran's
benefits, Scholarship income, gifts and inheritances, and worker's compensation is NOT counted as income for

ACA/MAGI Medical Assistance. Resources such as bank accounts, retirement funds, or cash on hand are also NOT
counted for ACA/MAG eligibility.

Medical Assistance eligibility for people who are disabled, over age 65, or receiving Medicare have income and resource
limits to qualify for medical benefits.
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