TENANT RIGHTS
SECURITY DEPOSITS RENTAL REPAIRS

¢
In many cases, the maximum J

: c In Pennsylvania, landlords ¢
security deposit a landlord can ask > ’
for is two months’ rent. must fix issues that make z

.................................................................. homes unsafe or unsanitary.

Landlords have 30 days to return the Examples of covered issues:

security deposit. * Lack of heat

Give your landlord a new address in Lack of hot/cold water !

writing when you move. Broken locks )
Leaky roof

If the landlord keeps any money, they
must list what that money covers. Bug or rodent infestation

» $100 to replace a broken door
» $60 cleaning costs

If the landlord does not send the security deposit back in
30 days, Tenants may sue for double the amount.

A lease is a contract between the landlord and the
tenant. It includes each person’s responsibilities

If your utility bill is in your landlord‘s name:

¢ Your landlord cannot require you to put the
utility bill in your name.

¢ Your utility MUST give you a 30-day notice
before shutting off service.

e Even if there is a back-due

amount, you have aright to pay

the last 30 days’ bill to keep

your service on.

Oral leases are legal. Important Parts of a Lease:

RN EL R ¢ Howmuchis rent?

ENL I R U © Are there late fees?
papers, you may ¢ How much is the security deposit?

still have a & e How long does the lease last?

lease. 0& 6) ¢ What would allow a landlord

to quit the lease? Do they
have to give notice?
More on the “Notice to Quit:”
e Unless your lease waives it, a Landlord must
give you a written notice to quit the lease.
e This gives you time to move or fix a problem
% before the Landlord files for eviction.

Landlords cannot:

e Cutyour wires

* Flip breakers/switches

e ..or otherwise cut off
your utilities.

o ¢ Every lease is different. If you have questions
This is considered a “self-help eviction” and is illegal. about your lease, talk to a lawyer.

/)0\0\ Our legal assistance is always free for those who qualify.

SUMMIT call us at (800) 846-0871.
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